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Curriculum Vitae  

Nikiforova Elena 

Born: October 25, 1973 
Office:  Center for Independent Social Research (CISR), St. Petersburg, Russia 

Contact address:  Postal Box 193   191040, St.Petersburg,  Russia.

tel + 7 812 718 37 96 (office), + 7 921 347 59 95 (mob.) 

E-mail: elenik@bk.ru; elenik@indepsocres.spb.ru

Education:  

1990 - 1995  Department of Ethnosociology and Cultural Anthropology,

                     Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University, Russia. 

                     Diploma in Sociology. 

1996 - 1997  University of Limerick, Limerick, Ireland, 
                      Master of Arts in International Studies,
                      Dissertation: “Russian Minority in Estonia: Problems of Status and
                      Protection of  Rights”

1995 – 2000  Aspirantura (postgraduate studies) 
                      School of International Relations, 
                      St. Petersburg State University 

2005 – present  PhD candidate, Department of Social Policy, University of Helsinki, 

                         Finland 
Current position:

Researcher,

Center for Independent Social Research, St. Petersburg, Russia; 

PhD candidate (ABD), Department of Social Policy, University of Helsinki, Finland 

Selected research projects and field work:

07/1996 – 09/1996  Study of Ethnic Identities in a Borderland:  the case of Setu

                                (field work conducted in Pechory district, Pskov region, Russia/Estonia,

    
          Lake Peipsi Project supported by MacArthur Foundation). Researcher.  
                              

1998 - 2000            Civil Culture and Civil Society in the Baltic States and the Russian North. 

                                Collective project, initiated by Karelian Research Institute, Joensuu, Finland,  
          supported by the Academy of Finland. Researcher.   

2000 - 2001              New borders of Russia and the modern Cossack renaissance. 

                                 Individual project supported by the CISR. Researcher.     

2002 – 2006          Far way from cities: Transformation of rural worlds in post-socialist societies       
           (Russia, Bulgaria, Estonia). 
                                 Collective project supported by Volkswagen Foundation. 

                                 Researcher and coordinator of the fieldwork in Estonia. 

2003 – 2008             Cultural politics of memory in the Estonian-Russian Borderlands. 
                                 Collective project conducted in cooperation with Robert Kaiser, 
                                 University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA supported by IREX and ACLS.
                                 Researcher. 

Ongoing projects: 
PhD dissertation in progress, Nomadic b/orders: power, place and identities in the Estonian-Russian borderlands
Year of defense: 2009 
Selected conferences:  

February 20 - 24, 2000  Chandigarh, India

Rethinking Boundaries (Border Regions in Transition - IV)

Paper: New Border in the Countryside: New Cultural Performances

June 28 - July 1, 2001 Tartu, Estonia, Border Regions in Transition -V

Paper: Space and Borders of Russia in the Light of Metaphors (co-ath Olga Brednikova) 

August 28 - September 1, 2001 Helsinki, Finland, ESA Congress Visions and Divisions
Session: State and their Borders

Paper: The Modern Cossack Renaissance 

February 2-3, 2005  Tartu, Estonia 

Border Changes in 20th Century Europe: International Conference in Honor of the 85th Anniversary of the Tartu Peace Treaty

Paper (co-authored with Robert Kaiser): Narratives and enactments of place and identity in the borderlands of post-socialist space:  The case of ‘the Setos’

August 25-28, 2005  Tallinn, Estonia 

Visual Culture 

Paper: Renarrating Place, Reconstructing Identity in the Estonian-Russian Borderlands: Transformation of Commemorative Landscape in Narva

September 18-21, 2006 Bristol, UK

Biennial Conference of the European Association of Social Anthropologists

Paper: ‘From the Soviets to the Europeans?’ European Integration in Narva on the Estonian-Russian Border  

Publications

1995  Nikiforova, E.  Russians in Estonia: Problems of Adaptation and Integration (in Estonian),  Materials of the Conference "Problems of ethnic minorities in Estonia", Mustvee  

1996  Nikiforova, E. Reflections on the LPP Anthropological Study, Lake Peipsi Quaterly, Spring 1996, Volume Two 

1997  Nikiforova, E. Social Relations in Transboundary Context (the case of Lake Peipsi Region)  in E. Berg (ed) Common Border, Shared Problems, Tartu, Tartu University Press 

1999  Nikiforova, E. Is a Border a Factor of Ethnic Community Formation? (case study: the Setus, Petchory district, Pskov region, Russia) in Brednikova, Voronkov (eds), Nomadic Borders, Working Papers of the CISR, N7, pp. 133-138      

2001a Nikiforova, E. & J. Viktorova,  Shifting Borders within the Contested Borderland, in E. Berg (ed) Negotiating Borders of Multiple Meanings. Research Reports. Tartu University Press, pp. 65-95  

2001b Nikiforova, E. Russian Borders on the North: from Discourses to the "Field"  in Caulfield R., Kojima M. (eds) Northern Communities and Global Economy. University of Alaska Fairbanks, USA, pp. 153-157   

2003a Nikiforova, E. Jaettu puoliuskoisten kansa in Idantutkimus (The Finnish Review of East European Studies), N 1, pp.56-65      

2003b Nikiforova, E. Contested Border and Identity Revival among Setus and Cossacks in the Russian-Estonian Borderland in European States at their Borderlands: Cultures of Support and Subversion in Border Regions. Donnan, H., Wilson, T (eds)  Focaal: European Journal of Anthropology, N 41, pp. 71-82  

2004a  Nikiforova, E. The Disruption of Social and Geographic Space in Narva in Alapuro R., Liikanen I. & Lonkila M.(eds) Micro Perspectives on Civic Culture and Nationality in Estonia and Russia, pp. 148-164 
2004b Nikiforova, E. Towards an Anthropology of Russia’s Borders: the Modern Cossack Renaissance. Ulkopolitiikka, Vol.1, N 1, pp. 92-107
2004c  Olimpieva, I, O. Pachenkov & E. Nikiforova. Sloi: neformal’naia prosloika mezhdu biznesom I vlast’iu In Ekspert: severo-zapad, February 2-8, pp. 35-37 
2005 Nikiforova, E. Narrating ’National’ at the Margins: Seto and Cossack identity in the Russian-Estonian borderlands in European States at their Borderlands: Cultures of Support and Subversion in Border Regions. Donnan, H., Wilson, T (eds), Lit Verlag, pp. 191 – 228

2006 Kaiser, R. & E.Nikiforova. Bordeland spaces of identification and dis/location: multiscalar narratives and enactments of Seto identity and place in the Estonian-Russian borderlands In Ethnic and Racial Studies, Volume 29, Number 5, pp. 928-958 
2008 Kaiser, R. & E. Nikiforova. The performativity of scale: the social construction of scale effects in Narva, Estonia. In Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, Volume 26, pp. 537- 562
Other experience: 

translation
English-to-Russian translation of the book by Anna Rotkirch, 2001. The Man’s Question: Loves and Lives in late 20th Century Russia. Helsinki: Kikimora Publications 

A number of scholarly articles on various subjects including ethnic minorities, migration and human rights.
experience of project administration and coordination
participation in organization of several conferences and research seminars, including the most recent project, travelling field research course for PhD students and young scholars ‘Social Production of Space: Field Experiences in the Russian European North’ conducted in St. Petersburg – Karelia – Murmansk region in August 2007 and supported by Nordforsk. 
Performed activities: planning, fund-raising, organization, management and reporting. 
International training
January – June 2002, research leave, Department of Sociology, University of Helsinki (financed by the Center for International Mobility (CIMO), Finland)  

November - December 2004, research leave, Collegium for Advanced Studies, University of Helsinki (financed by Kone Foundation)     

November 2006 – March 2008, research leave, Department of Social Policy, University of Helsinki (CIMO) 

Selected thematic training 

7/15 – 7/31, 1999 -  Human Rights and Forced Displacement: an Interdisciplinary Approach, 

                                CEU, Budapest, Hungary   

8/5 – 8/21, 2000 - Circumpolar Arctic Social Sciences PhD Field course Northern Economies. Alaska, USA     

8/6 – 9/18, 2001- CASS Field course Consequences of Industrialization in the Arctic, Kola Peninsula, Russia 
August 2002,  CASS - Field course Resource Communities, Iceland
07/31 – 08/17, 2007 - Field course Social Production of Space: Field Experiences from the Russian European North (St. Petersburg – Karelia – Kola Peninsula)    
Honors:        Heinrich-Boell Foundation, research grant, 1996; TEMPUS/TACIS grant, 1997  

                     Heinrich-Boell Foundation, research grant, 1998 

                     CIMO Fellowship (Academy of Finland), 2002

                     Kone Foundation Fellowship, 2004 

                     CIMO Fellowship (Academy of Finland), 2006 

Professional networking: 
member of St. Petersburg Sociological Association (SPAS)

member of Circumpolar Arctic Social Sciences (CASS) PhD Research Network 

Language skills: Russian (native), English

Current research interests: sociology of space and migration, border studies; 

                                               ethnicity, nationalism, ethnic minorities                                                                                     
                   
    globalization/localization processes

Regions of interest:  Baltic States and Scandinavia, Northwest and Arctic Russia;

                                   Russia’s borderlands. 
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