Public spaces in Lviv: fragments of daily life 

…the soul is cured by children … 

Fedor Dostoevskiy “Karamazov Brothers ”
The formation and function of public spaces in Lviv, as in the majority of cities in Central and Eastern Europe, was effected by the Magdeburg Law (15th century). Thanks to this law citizens could influence the policy of the local government, and the economic and cultural development of cities. Public spaces usually emerged around churches, located in the ethno-religious quarters of cities and towns (Jewish, Armenian, Ukrainian etc.), but the central locus of public life was always a central market square. Here there was usually a local government building (Town Hall), the houses of the richest and most respectable citizens, and the quarters of craftspeople. All the main events of the town took place in this square, from proclaiming decrees and verdicts, to public executions, fairs, carnivals and religious celebrations.      

Today the central Market square stays at the heart of city life. Public protest, official unveilings and official events still take place here. In recent years, local government organized celebrations for children and young people for Christmas and Easter. In 2007 there was organized a festival of painted sculptures of lions. Bikers also use the space for their festivals. The market Square is always full of people. One can meet here families with children, representatives of youth subcultures, street musicians and tourists. However, we decided to focus on the youngest visitors of the square. 

Frequently in our photos we focused our attention on children in public places. We were curious to investigate children’s behaviour in those places to see how they act within the rules of social life introduced by adults. Despite the existence of some risk that they might be treated aggressively by others, children mainly are brave and direct, cheerful and wise.
The photos show who the children try to imitate and how they copy the behaviour of adults. They are always a lively part of any crowd, however they are not conceited. Unlike adults they have a need to co-exist in a friendly fashion with older children and the new friends they meet in the city squares. It is rare to find children who act insincerely in public places or who pretend to be indifferent. On the contrary, they step beyond their insularity which is often not the case with parents and teachers. 

We believe children are the most important residents of a city. It is for them we develop the city and try to improve it. And that is why we need to see the city through their eyes. 
