SOFIA – CITY IN TRANSITION WITH CHANGING PUBLIC SPACES
Slaveykov Square

The first data about its setting up date back to 1515 when it was smaller than today and was called "Coffee house Bashi". At that time on the square there was a residence of the local Turkish governor (konak), a mosque and a coffee house visited by the Turkish rulers. Shortly after Bulgaria's liberation from Turkish yoke in 1878, the square was enlarged and houses were built round it, one of them being the house of the great Bulgarian writer and public figure Petko Slaveykov. After his death the square was named after him. In the 20s and 30s of the 20th century the first shops appeared in the square as well as the first public buildings - Alliance Française (1923), The Teachers Fund (1924), The City Library (1929), The Ministry of Public Works (1932). After 1944, Slaveykov square preserved its character of a busy public, commercial and cultural centre. The car traffic was limited and the square turned into a pedestrian area. Three cinemas and three big bookshops appeared which, however, after 1989, under the pressure of the new market economy were transformed into places of consumption as shops and restaurants. The square itself turned into the biggest open book-market in our country and it is still functioning as such. 
Battenberg Square

Initially Battenberg Square was part of the gardens round the tsar's palace and only in 1944 the fence round the palace being pulled down, it turned into a public place. Under the conditions of new political situation, it was reshaped on the soviet pattern. At one of its ends an imposing building of the Party Headquarters was erected, in the very centre - facing the former tsar’s palace - there stood the Mausoleum of the communist leader Georgy Dimitrov who was mummified after his death in 1948. The square itself was used as a place for mass demonstrations organized by the regime. After the changes in 1989 the square kept its function as a centre of social and political activity and the first free and democratic demonstrations took place here. From a symbol of the communist power, it soon turned into a symbol of political turmoil, deeply connected with the formation of the new social attitudes and political ideas, and with the emergence and growth of civil society. The square changed its outward appearance. At the beginning these changes were connected with step-by-step obliteration of the communist symbols filling the square and ended with the demolition of the Mausoleum in 1999. In the last few years, as the political euphoria of the transition has already subsided, the square has more and more often been used as a place for entertainment, spectacles and happenings which are radically changing its character. 
Generally, we can summarize that both squares are rapidly changing their functions, providing more place for consumption and entertainment. Even in those cases when civil actions are initiated (as for example the ‘ecological theatre’ in Slaveykov Sq. and the series of actions like ‘Green Umbrellas’, ‘Soap Balloons’ etc. in front of the Council of Ministers nearby Battenberg square), they take rather ‘playful’ form of spectacles and happenings, thus relativizing the borders between serious social protests with well-grounded claims and amusing social activities. 
