Announcing an International Conference

Translation of Global Governance Designs – the role of civil society in transition countries
St. Petersburg, Russia, 17-19 September 2006
To be held at the Center for Independent Social Research

Global governance increasingly involves the development of governance ‘designs’ by global actors who then find means for implementing those designs in specific localities. Civil society is central to this local deployment process, especially through environmental non-governmental organizations (ENGOs), poverty alleviation programs, efforts to stem illegal activities, models of good governance, and social responsibility programs for business. These civil society entities participate directly in the global design networks and form the networks of translation to localized contexts. 
The purpose of this conference is to explore how centers of global design are organized, who participates, how the work is done, and what discourses are used or created. Some centers of governance design are fixed, as for example the United Nations system or the European Union, while others are mobile, as for example the iterative development of international protocols and conventions. 
The translation process from a centers of global design to a national or local context unfolds in through a variety of ways: ENGOs create networks to support localized action sometimes through funding of local NGOs and sometimes through supporting projects directly; social entrepreneurs draw upon global designs and innovate in their locality; environmental flows of resources open opportunities for translation; information technologies themselves open new spaces for translation, principles of sustainability or social responsibility expand the accountability of local business and resource management activities. Illuminating these processes is the goal of this international conference. 
Ideally, this conference will bring together social scientists to discuss the theories and concepts animating the global design processes together with people directly engaged in creating or researching this translation process from global design to localized action. Paper proposals following the various themes for this conference are invited. Keynote speakers for each theme will be selected either from submitted papers or by invitation. Proposals for sessions on a topic with several papers are also welcomed. 
Conference Themes: 
1. Centers of Global Design and the Role of Translation – centers of global design reflect the evolution of a network society in which there are various nodes for governance design processes. How does the network organize – who is a part of the network (and who is not), how do the members meet, what discourses characterize different kinds of networks, and what kinds of governance designs result from different kinds of centers? Papers submitted for this theme could address how different global design networks and centers work in everyday life, especially by examining their discourses and accepted ways of meeting and working. 
2. Localities and Global Design. How are localities receiving these global designs affected by these translation processes? There is great variation in translation processes based on differences in localities due, for example, to differences in national issues, political opportunities for participation, ruling elites, or the level of development of civil society. So how global designs are received by localities – including the creation of the “local” and what they do with it are of great interest. Who acts as translator can have a significant effect on what is translated and to whom. Although the whole structure of global governance is a network that includes civil society organizations, they play different roles in localizing global designs in different circumstances. Papers submitted for this theme should focus on the special role of civil society in localization of global governance designs and ideally provide insights drawn from empirical research or practice.
3. Who are the social entrepreneurs in localizing global designs? What kind of roles can social entrepreneurs play? What are the different forms of innovation that are used to translate and localize global designs? For example, the Forest Stewardship Council is transferring innovative technologies to localities as a package of standards of sustainable forest management that tiers from the global to the regional or national level to incorporate differences in context. Papers submitted for this theme should address the ways in which actors at all governance levels are acting as social entrepreneurs in the localization process.
4. Sociology of Transnational Processes. Information technologies allow the rapid transfer of ideas from the centers of global design to localities. How do different information technologies – digital phones, cameras, internet conferencing to name just a few – create spaces for translation of ideas through localization. Papers submitted for this theme might address the following types of questions: How do different information technologies affect the translation process? Do different actors in different contexts draw upon different technologies? What kinds of technologies are used by locales to receive and understand global governance ideas and designs? 
5. Governance of Environmental Flows. There are numerous flows of ideas within society: information, images, documents, emails, discourses, relationships, and people. These ideas affect the environmental flows of wood products, energy resources, or even pollution of the earth, air and water. The relationship between localities and global governance is related to the regulation of these flows. This conference would explore the role of civil society in regulating these flows as well as the extent to which local and political opportunities within a country or context interact with these various flows of ideas. Papers submitted for this theme should trace how environmental flows are affected or regulated by different kinds of ideas and information. 
6. Extending Governance Design Principles into the Corporation
Standards of social responsibility are now common across all business sectors. Sustainability reports, independent audits and certification and community monitoring are all ways of ensuring that corporations act according to global environmental design principles. Papers in this topic might examine examples of standards or reporting processes that serve as translation of global principles into local business practice. The role of ethics and the affect of morality on private or business decisions might also be discussed. 
The conference will be co-sponsored by the Center for Independent Social Research, IUFRO Working Group 6.12 Forest Policy and Governance, SUNY Buffalo Law School and the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, University of Joensuu and the Finnish Academy of Sciences, Faculty of Forest and Environmental Science at Freiburg University, ENGREF in France, others to be added. A conference steering committee will work together to select papers and coordinate with authors. 
We strongly urge young scholars and doctoral students to apply for funding through the EU programs, IREX programs and other sources of funds. If sufficient numbers of young scholars and doctoral students are planning to attend this conference, we will organize a “summer school” program parallel to the conference and continuing September 20-23, 2006 that includes lectures, readings and discussions based on the papers presented during the conference. 
Logistics

Deadline: Paper and session proposals are due by April 1, 2006 to the organizers. 

Proposals for papers and sessions should be submitted to Dr. Maria Tysiachniouk (tysiachn@indepsocres.spb.ru) or to Antonina Kuliasova ku@indepsocres.spb.ru) and Prof. Dr. Margaret Shannon (mshannon@buffalo.edu or m.shannon@ife.uni-freiburg.de) by April 1, 2006. Please identify which theme your paper is related. Applicants will be notified quickly of their acceptance in order to allow time to apply for funding to cover travel and conference costs. 
A conference registration fee of approximately $200 USD will cover all meals (including a conference reception and dinner) and associated conference expenses. Doctoral students will have a registration fee of $100 USD. Participants can expect lodging costs to range from $60 to $130 USD per night depending on quality and location. Special arrangements can be made for scholars from the Former Soviet Union. 
The Center for Independent Social Research is located in the center of St. Petersburg offering excellent access to museums. Pre- and post- conference tours will be offered for an additional fee. These tours may include: the a Model Forest project; a project Tikchvin where Stora Enso is developing a mechanism to monitor the transparency of the whole supply chain in order to implement FLEG; a forest certification center in Novgorod - a very beautiful ancient town and only four hours from St. Petersburg with a small certified company Madok; and opportunities for tours to Peterhof and other cultural sites. 
