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An International Conference for Researchers and Practitioners

St Petersburg, Russia, October 30-31, 2009
Organisers: Centre for German and European Studies (CGES, St. Petersburg/ Bielefeld), St. Petersburg State University, Faculty of Sociology, Centre for Independent Social Research (CISR)

Steering Committee: Prof. Dr. Reinhold Hedtke, Bielefeld University, Germany, Oksana Karpenko CISR, St. Petersburg. Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova, CGES, Bielefeld University, Germany;
Working language: English, translation for Poster Session and Public Event will be provided.
Since more then ten years citizenship education in Europe has received an increased political and academic attention. Citizenship education (CE) is expected to convey what responsible citizenship means in a democratic society. At the same time, it is supposed to enhance social cohesion; in addition, CE within the EU is promoted to foster the European identity. Thus it is CE that lays the foundations for citizens to develop a democratic spirit of shared responsibility supporting their willingness to participate. 
Participation becomes an essential conception within policies and practices of CE. Research, however, has shown that “participation” as such is understood, taught and learned very differently in different (national, cultural, historical, regional) contexts. In European countries with a socialist and authoritative past, practices and policies of participation may turn out to be influenced and sometimes even discredited by being perceived as belonging to the tradition of participation policies applied by the former socialist or authoritative governments.

The very idea of participation as a key component of Citizenship Education is thus challenged by transformation, Europeanization, dealing with the authoritative past and by building of new (democratic) national and international identities within post-authoritative and post-socialist countries.
Confronted with these and other challenges, Participatory Citizenship Education (PaCE) follows diverse paths of development on the national, regional and even single-school level. The main goal of this conference is to discuss commonalities and differences of PaCE policies in Europe, to compare PaCE policies and practices, to define the role of participation in the context of CE, and to give to practitioners an opportunity to present their approaches to contents and methods of PaCE.  The conference’s brings together scholars, developers and practitioners in order to discuss the main paths, differences and tendencies of PaCE in Europe focussing especially on transformation.
The panels of the conference aim to cover different dimensions of PaCE, opening discussions on State policies of participatory education (Panel I), Participatory education in schools (Panel II), Non-state policies of participatory education (Panel III) and finally History of participatory education in post-socialist and post-authoritarian countries (Panel IV). 

As an accompanying event, a public discussion with politicians, responsible for CE policies, journalists and public personalities is planned on 29th of October.
We suggest the following topics as a conceptual frame for the panel discussions: 
· What does “active citizen” mean? Different modes of understanding and practicing. 

· Who needs “active citizens”?
· The role of schools in educating active citizens;
· Experience of overcoming authoritative tendencies and traditions in the CE;
· Adaptation of the existing democratic (international) PaCE conceptions vs. development of the new (original) conceptions for new (national) conditions?
· Comparison of the international (EU, COE) and national goals and experiences within PaCE.
Contact: reinhold.hedtke@uni-bielefeld.de, tatjana.zimenkova1@uni-bielefeld.de, karpenko@indepsocres.spb.ru 
